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ABOUT US
The Daily Hampshire Gazette has 

been continuously published since Sept. 
6, 1786. Originally published to inform 
the community about Shays’ Rebellion, it 
is one of the earliest newspapers in the 
United States and the oldest daily news-
paper in Massachusetts.  

Based in Northampton, the Gazette 
covers 19 cities and towns in Hampshire 
County as well as select southern towns 
of Franklin County. The Gazette pub-
lishes six days a week in print, as well as 
online at gazettenet.com.
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For more than two cen-
turies, the Daily Hampshire 
Gazette has served as a 
trusted source of local news 
and public accountability 
for Hampshire County and 
the surrounding region. 
Founded in 1786 and the 
oldest newspaper in Mas-
sachusetts, the Gazette 
has chronicled the civic 
life of this community for generations — its town 
meetings and elections, its schools and colleges, 
its courts, businesses, and neighborhoods, and the 
people who shape daily life in the Pioneer Valley.

Local journalism is more than a record of 
events. It is a public service that helps commu-
nities understand themselves, engage with one 
another, and make informed decisions. In a region 
that includes cities, small towns, and rural com-
munities, this role is essential. When local institu-
tions go uncovered or complex public issues lack 
clear explanation, civic life is weakened. The Daily 
Hampshire Gazette exists to ensure that does not 
happen here.

Today, local journalism faces unprecedent-
ed economic pressures. The traditional business 
model that sustained community newspapers for 
generations has changed dramatically. While read-
er subscriptions and local advertising remain vital 
to our work, they alone cannot fully support the 
depth, consistency, and accountability reporting 
that Hampshire County deserves, particularly at 

a time when demands on 
local government, schools, 
housing, and public ser-
vices continue to grow.

This Community Impact 
Report offers a closer look 
at how the Daily Hamp-
shire Gazette serves the 
public good. Inside, you 
will find examples of how 
our reporting strengthens 

local democracy, fills critical information gaps, and 
amplifies voices from across the communities we 
serve.

Philanthropic support plays an increasingly 
important role in sustaining this work. It enables 
us to maintain rigorous accountability journalism, 
invest in reporters who live in and understand this 
region, and ensure continued coverage of the in-
stitutions and issues that shape daily life in Hamp-
shire County. Such support does not influence 
editorial decisions. It safeguards our independence 
and reinforces our commitment to serving the 
public interest.

The Daily Hampshire Gazette belongs to this 
community. Its future depends on the shared com-
mitment of readers, donors, and civic leaders who 
believe that strong local journalism is essential to 
informed, engaged, and resilient communities.

We are grateful for your interest in our work 
and for considering how you might help sustain 
independent local journalism for Hampshire Coun-
ty today, and for generations to come.

A LETTER FROM 

the Publisher and Executive Editor

Shawn Palmer
Publisher

Daily Hampshire Gazette

Dan Crowley
 Executive Editor 

Daily Hampshire Gazette



THE MARKET
>>> Located in the Pioneer Valley of western Mas-

sachusetts, Hampshire County has a population of  
162,500 living in 61,800 households. Situated north 
of Springfield and east of the Berkshires, Hampshire 
County is home to the Five College Consortium com-
prising University of Massachusetts, Amherst College, 
Smith College, Mount Holyoke College and Hampshire 
College. The Daily Hampshire Gazette is the domi-
nant media outlet in the county with a daily audience 
of 20,000 print and digital readers plus 280,000 visi-
tors generating 2.1 million page views per month on 
gazettenet.com. 

MISSION STATEMENT
>>> The Daily Hampshire Gazette provides inde-

pendent local journalism for Hampshire County, deliv-
ering accurate, fair reporting that reflects community 
life and supports informed civic engagement. 
 
OUR VALUES

>>> The Daily Hampshire Gazette is guided by core 
values that ensure our journalism serves the public in-
terest and earns the trust of the communities we cover 
throughout Hampshire County.

EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE
>>> Our journalism is independent and guided 

solely by the public interest. Editorial decisions are 
made by our newsroom without influence from adver-
tisers, donors, sponsors, or business partners. Financial 
support of any kind does not determine what we cover 
or how we report.

ACCURACY, FAIRNESS, AND  
ACCOUNTABILITY

>>> We are committed to accurate, fair, and rigor-
ous reporting. We hold local institutions, elected offi-
cials, and community leaders accountable, and we hold 
ourselves to the highest professional standards. We will 
correct errors promptly and transparently.

CLEAR SEPARATION OF  
JOURNALISM AND ADVERTISING

>>> The Daily Hampshire Gazette maintains a strict 
separation between editorial content and advertising. 
Sponsored content is clearly identified and never influ-
ences news coverage. Our readers can trust that our 
reporting is independent and not for sale.

RESPONSIBLE COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS

>>> We engage with local businesses, nonprof-
its, educational institutions, and civic organizations as 
partners in supporting a healthy, informed community. 
These relationships strengthen local civic life and eco-
nomic vitality while preserving a clear boundary be-
tween partnership and editorial decision-making.

SERVICE TO ALL COMMUNITIES
>>> We believe access to reliable local news is 

essential for everyone. We are committed to covering 
Hampshire County’s cities, towns, college communities, 
and rural areas equitably, and to including voices and 
perspectives that are often underrepresented.

TRANSPARENCY AND  
STEWARDSHIP

>>> We are transparent about our mission, values, 
and sources of support. We are responsible stewards 
of both earned and philanthropic funding, using these 
resources to sustain independent local journalism that 
benefits the entire community.
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>>> BREAKING 
NEWS

Providing timely, accurate breaking 
news is one of the most critical 
services the Gazette offers, par-

ticularly during emergencies that directly 
affect public safety, housing stability, and 
community well-being. In late 2025, two 
devastating fires in Amherst and Holyoke 
demonstrated how breaking news functions 
not only as information, but as an essential 
public service during moments of crisis.

In both communities, fast-moving 
fires displaced dozens — and in Am-
herst, hundreds — of residents within 
hours. Staff reporters Scott Merzbach 
and Sam Gelinas and photographers 
Daniel Jacobi III and Carol Lollis helped 
residents understand the scope of the 
danger, where evacuations were taking 
place, and how emergency respons-
es were unfolding. Information about 
shelter locations, road closures, water 
conservation requests, and ongoing 
fire conditions allowed people to make 
informed, time-sensitive decisions to 
protect themselves and their families. 
Without this real-time coverage, uncer-

tainty and misinformation could have 
increased risk and anxiety.

The Gazette’s breaking news coverage 
also ensures transparency and account-
ability. By providing updates from fire 
officials, municipal leaders, and emergency 
agencies, our news team helped provide 
clarity about response strategies, resource 
use, and next steps. In Amherst, coverage 
explained the declaration of a state of 
emergency and the strain on the town’s 
water supply. In Holyoke, reporting detailed 
coordinated efforts among fire depart-
ments, city officials, schools, and communi-
ty organizations, reinforcing public confi-
dence in the emergency response.

The news reporting also captured the 
human impact of crises, giving voice to 
displaced residents, students, and first 
responders. Personal accounts of evacua-
tion, loss, relief, and gratitude help readers 
understand the gravity of these events and 
foster a sense of shared responsibility and 
empathy across the community.

By clearly communicating where and 
how to help, the Gazette helped connect 
affected residents with aid and channel 
public generosity toward trusted orga-
nizations. Information about emergency 
funds, shelters, and donation needs en-

sured that assistance reached those who 
needed it most.

These examples show that breaking 
news is not simply about speed. It is about 
delivering reliable information when it 
matters most, strengthening community 
response, and documenting how a com-
munity comes together in times of need. 
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By ALEXANDER MACDOUGALL
Staff Writer

NORTHAMPTON — A Spring-
field woman pleaded guilty in
Hampshire Superior Court on
Monday for a robbery in South
Hadley last year, taking advantage
of an unlicensed ride-sharing net-
work to commit the crime.

Rosa Murillo, 27, walked into
Westfield Bank on Willimansett
Street in South Hadley last Decem-

Wo m a n
gets 4-5
years for

bank heist

WEATHER TODAY
Sun and clouds; 39/17
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By EMILEE KLEIN
Staff Writer

NORTHAMPTON — For 22 years, Hun-
gry Ghost Bread owners Jonathan Stevens
and Cheryl Maffei fed the masses of
Northampton with freshly baked breads,
pastries and pies.

Neither Stevens or Maffei imagined the
bakery would grow into an institution with a
loyal customer base and supportive work-

force. It’s a beautiful privilege, the couple
said. But all good things must come to an
end.

The 15 members of the Hungry Ghost
Bread team will bake at the 62 State St. lo-
cation for the last time on Saturday, Dec. 20.
Two new bakers, Sam Coates-Finke and
Ana Maria Valle Bendezú are buying the
business. The bakery will reopen in March
after undergoing renovations.

“We ’ve been at it 22 years and we’re

ready to not do that anymore,” Stevens
said. “We ’re tired, honestly. We’re in our
60s. We’re done. We’re cooked.”

Retirement is calling
The Hungry Ghost Bread owners de-

cided it was time to retire earlier this year.
Maffei, 65, wanted to close up shop before
Stevens, but eventually the 63-year-old

Owners of popular bakery to retire after 22 years, with new bakers scheduled to take over next spring

Final bake approaches for Hungry Ghost
NORTHAMP TON

By KATIE CASTELLANI
State House News Service

BOSTON — On the first day of
shotgun season, Emma Ellsworth
traded her hunting post for a hike to
the State House steps to show her
support for nature and conservation.

“When we protect our open
spaces, our forests, our farms, the
places where we go to hunt and fish,
source local food and local timbers

we’re also protecting the air we
breathe and our drinking water,
we’re protecting wildlife,” said
Ellsworth, executive director of
Mount Grace Land Conservation
Tr ust.

Ellsworth, who is also vice chair of
the Massachusetts Fisheries and
Wildlife Board, joined dozens of oth-
ers donning outdoor gear for a hike
across the Charles River up Beacon
Hill Monday to rally for a ballot initia-

tive that could generate $100 million
annually for water and nature con-
servation and restoration efforts.

Subject to appropriation by the
Legislature, the measure would
steer sales tax revenue from sport-
ing goods like golf clubs, RVs and
camping gear into a new “Nature for
All Fund.” The goal is to conserve
and restore land to protect drinking
water, streams, rivers, lakes, coasts,
farms and forests. Funding could

also support land and natural re-
sources with “indigenous cultural
significance.”

The proposed ballot question
would also create a 15-member over-
sight board, tasked with setting rules
on how the money should be allo-
cated and aligned with “environmen-
tal justice principles.”

The measure is similar to legisla-
tion (H 901 / S 597) that has biparti-
san support. A draft of the bill passed
the Joint Committee on Environ-

Nature for All Fund ready for ballot next fall, but backers hope Legislature acts before then

Conservation advocates hope for victory
MASSACHUSET TS

By SAMUEL GELINAS
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE — Two massive fires broke
out within a 16-hour period between Mon-
day night and Tuesday morning, displacing
a combined total of nearly 50 families and
wiping out two four-story apartment build-
ings that were both constructed in the
early 1900s.

The cause of both fires have yet to be
identified, and no civilian or firefighter in-
juries have been reported, according to
Capt. David Rex of the Holyoke Fire De-
partment. However, several pets have been
reported missing and several others were
saved by firefighters.

At 8:15 a.m. Tuesday morning, fire

alarms went off at 733 High St. The alarms
continued to chirp throughout the morning
and into the early afternoon as a couple
dozen firefighters from Holyoke, Westfield
and Westover Air Force Reserve Base fire
departments tried to thwart the blazing in-
ferno that only got worse throughout the
morning, forcing neighboring blocks to be
evacuated.

After two hours of response, flames con-
tinued to flare up on the roof and smoke bil-

Four-story buildings on High, Clemente streets destroyed; no injuries repor ted

Families homeless after fires

DANIEL JACOBI II / Staff Photo
Property manager Zyda Santiago, right, consoles a resident as firefighters battle a fire at a building along High Street and Franklin Street on
Tuesday in Holyoke. Two fires within a 16-hour period left 50 families without homes and destroyed a pair of four-story apartment buildings.

HOLYOK E

Hungry Ghost Bread /
Fac ebook
Owners of
Hungry Ghost
B rea d
Jonat han
Stevens, left,
and Cheryl
Maffei hold a
selection of
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loaves .
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CHRISTOPHER EVANS / For the Gazette
Firefighters battle a large building fire at
131 Clemente Street in Holyoke on
Monday afternoon.

SEE FIRE S A7
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>>> HOUSING 

The affordable housing crisis was 
a major story in 2025 and the 
Gazette aggressively covered how 

it directly affects residents’ stability, health, 
and quality of life. Through sustained, 
local coverage, our reporters showed how 
housing pressures touch every part of the 
community, from seniors on fixed incomes 
and working families to renters, students, 
and people experiencing homelessness.

These stories revealed the complexity 
of the crisis in ways that statistics alone 
cannot. Coverage of rising property taxes 
in senior and retirement communities 
illustrated how policies can unintentionally 
threaten long-term housing security for 
older residents. Reporting from homeless 
encampments in Northampton gave voice 
to people whose experiences are often 
unseen, humanizing homelessness while 
explaining the systemic forces behind it, in-
cluding rising rents, limited housing supply, 
and stagnant wages.

These local reports also provided critical 
context by connecting personal experiences 
to broader trends and data. By documenting 
rent increases, eviction filings, shelter capac-
ity, and income gaps, the Gazette helped 
readers understand how individual struggles 
reflect a regional and statewide housing 
shortage. This information equips residents 
to engage thoughtfully in public discussions 
and hold decision-makers accountable.

Affordable housing reporting also high-
lights solutions. Coverage of new housing 
developments in Amherst, Hadley and 
Easthampton demonstrate what is possi-
ble through collaboration among towns, 
nonprofits, and state agencies, while also 
explaining the long timelines and fund-
ing hurdles involved. Reporting on tenant 
organizing and public rallies in Easthamp-
ton, for example, as well as on proposed 
statewide legislation such as rent control 
give residents a clearer view of how policy 
decisions are made and how community 
voices can influence change.

By documenting both hardship and 

progress, our aim is to help communities 
respond more effectively and collectively to 
a housing crisis that affects nearly everyone.
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By ALEXANDER MACDOUGALL
Staff Writer

NORTHAMPTON — Off a sec-
tion of the Manhan Rail Trail near
the Mill River leads a path to a
wooded area consisting of around a
dozen tents, clustered together as if
forming a small, wooded city. Fur-
ther along the banks of the Mill
River lay more tents, spaced out
from one another like a suburban
sprawl.

Several residents who live in this
encampment recently spoke to the
Gazette about how they came to live
there, although none would give
their names.

One young woman said she had
recently returned to the camp after
being in jail for one month. She had
been living in the camp prior to her
arrest, and said she thought the
camp had improved its condition in
her time away.

“It’s my home, where I live for
now, it’s all cleaned up and spiritu-
ally the energy is much better,” she
said. “I’m sober, I’m clean, and I’m
getting an apartment soon, I hope.”

An older man said he lost his
home shortly after COVID due to
foreclosure and had struggled with
addiction issues in the past. He said
he lived in a tent further down from
some of the other sites, and was
working to try and get a job and se-
cure housing.

“I never thought in my wildest
days I’d be homeless,” he said. “It’s
really rough.”

These individuals certainly are
not alone. Across western Mas-
sachusetts, the number of people

Service organizations play catch up as lack of affordable housing, rise in evictions cause spike in unsheltered people

Homelessness crisis deepens

CAROL LOLLIS / Staff photo
Tents from a homeless camp line the banks of the Mill River by Texas Road in Northamp ton.

By SAM FERLAND
Staff Writer

Democratic legislators includ-
ing Gov. Maura Healey, Sen. Ed
Markey and U.S. Rep. Jim McGov-
ern slammed President Donald
Trump on Friday, saying he and
the “Republican shutdown” are
halting Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP) benefits
starting Nov. 1 that are used by
more than 1 million Massachusetts
residents.

“President Trump has chosen
to stop all SNAP benefits to Ameri-
cans starting next week,” Healey
said at a press conference. “L ead-
ership is a choice, and sadly, Presi-
dent Trump has chosen to take
away food from people all around
this country.”

She said that of the 1 million
Bay staters — thousands of whom
live in Hampshire and Franklin
counties — who will lose benefits,
32% are children, 31% are people
with disabilities and 26% are se-
niors. Nationally, some 42 million
Americans across the country are
expected to lose benefits.

Healey says Trump’s decision is

More than 1 million people in
state will lose benefits Nov. 1

Dems
slam

Trump for
SNAP halt

MASSACHUSET TS

LIVING, C1

M AG I CA L
GAT HERINGS

By EMILEE KLEIN
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY — Mount
Holyoke College secured a $155
million tax-exempt bond from
MassDevelopment to further its
holistic renovation plans across
campus, including continued

construction of a new geother-
mal energy system as well as
renovations to academic build-
ings and residential halls.

The announcement earlier
this week came on the same day
that Mount Holyoke President
Danielle Holley challenged the
Trump administration in an
opinion column for attacks on di-
versity, equity and inclusion ini-
tiatives in higher education.

Mount Holyoke will use the
tax-exempt bond, issued by

MassDevelopment on Monday,
to invest in sustainability and ac-
cessibility on campus, as well as
to refinance previously issued
debt. The bond, purchased by
TD Bank, will help the college
borrow at a lower interest rate.

“As part of our strategic plan,
MHC Forward, we are making
bold and necessary investments
in our campus to provide sus-
tainable, state of the art living

President Holley also
denounces Trump

administration DEI attacks

College secures $155M bond
MOUNT HOLYOKE

CAROL LOLLIS / Staff photo
A woman rides her bike toward the Texas Road entrance to a homeless camp. The woman, who wanted to
remain anonymous, talked about the support she receives from the city. “The city needs to do a better job of
getting us housing, they sent a person to help clean up the trash but I just wish they would help us.”

“The idea that somebody becomes a criminal
because they have no place to live is really beyond a sense

of common decency. ... It does not solve homelessness.”
PAMELA SCHWARTZ, director of regional coordination at Western Massachusetts Network to End Homeles snes s

WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

SEE HOMELE SSNE SS A3

GAZETTE FILE PHOTO
Students walk to and from the Mount Holyoke
College Blanchard Campus Center Nov. 16. SEE C OLLEGE A3

SEE SN AP A5
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>>> LOCAL  
GOVERNMENT

A cross Hampshire County — from 
Easthampton and Northamp-
ton to Belchertown, Hadley and 

Cummington — headlines in 2025 re-
vealed just how complex and consequen-
tial local government can be. Resigna-
tions, censures, budget overrides, school 
funding crises, housing authority inves-
tigations and police department reviews 
are not abstract political dramas; they 
directly shape public safety, education, 
taxes, housing stability and civil rights. 
Our role in documenting these develop-
ments is essential to a healthy democracy. 

These stories show government in ac-
tion: elected officials debating Proposition 
2½ overrides that could raise or restrain 
property taxes; school committees grap-
pling with multimillion-dollar shortfalls and 
potential staff cuts; city councils weighing 
censure resolutions and leadership transi-
tions; housing authorities confronting whis-

tleblower allegations; and select boards 
responding to administrative failures in 
police departments. Each decision affects 
families, seniors, students, tenants and 
business owners in tangible ways.

Without consistent, in-depth local 
reporting, much of this would unfold out of 
public view. Gazette reporters attend late-
night meetings, review budgets and legal 
filings, request public records, and press 
officials for answers. They explain how a 
mayoral resignation triggers a charter pro-
vision, what a censure legally means, how 
an override works, or what due process 
looks like in an internal investigation. Our 
reporters track not just the announcement 
of a controversy, but the follow-through: 
committee referrals, ballot votes, executive 
sessions, settlements and reforms.

Equally important, our stories give voice 
to residents — parents worried about 
class sizes, tenants raising concerns about 
governance, seniors anxious about taxes, 
or public employees responding to criti-
cism. By presenting multiple perspectives 
and documenting the facts, our news team 

seeks to reduce misinformation and build 
a shared understanding of community 
challenges.

This watchdog function strengthens 
accountability. Public officials know their 
decisions, statements and conduct will be 
scrutinized and that transparency can de-
ter misconduct, clarify rumors and foster 
more thoughtful policymaking.

In the 19 cities and towns we cover 
where local government decisions can 
shift millions of dollars and shape daily 
life, a strong local news presence is not a 

luxury. It is civic infrastructure — informing 
voters, amplifying community voices and 
safeguarding the public interest.
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By SAM FERLAND
Staff Writer

EASTHAMPTON — The city will have a new
mayor for the first time in eight years, and voters
are one day away from deciding who that person
will be.

While the three-way race for mayor is nearing
the finish line, Tuesday’s municipal election has
always been destined to usher in changes in city
leadership. That’s because former Mayor Nicole
LaChapelle decided when she took office after
winning the 2017 election that she would only
serve for eight years, if given the chance by voters.
She backed that up in 2023 by announcing she

would not seek reelection this fall.
“This idea that you’re going to stay in office for

20 years, I don’t see it really benefiting small cities
like Easthampton, and I think fresh ideas are im-
portant, city priorities change, and I think there
should be fresh leadership to bring in those new
changes,” she told the Gazette at that time.

“Change” has been a buzz word for many East-
hampton residents leading up to this election,
which has more candidates vying for multiple po-

sitions than any other in the city’s recent past. The
mayor ’s seat is no exception, with three longtime
residents campaigning for months in hopes of win-
ning the keys to the city’s corner office.

Lindsi Sekula, 41, was the first to step to the
starting line, announcing her candidacy in March.
Sekula was hired as the mayoral executive assis-
tant when LaChapelle first took office in 2018. At
that time, she moved to Easthampton from
Northampton, and has proudly served the East-
hampton community from the mayor’s office
since.

“Since I’ve been the longest standing candi-
date, I’ve been holding listening sessions, I’ve
been doing the coffee hours, I’ve had the events,
I’ve done the forums …,” Sekula said on Thursday
morning. “I just want to make it very clear that I
am doing this because I’m committed to East-
hampton, I’m invested in Easthampton.”

“I’ve spent much of my life where I lived in

Three longtime residents vie to
succeed Nicole LaChapelle as city

ushers in new era of leadership

All eyes on race for mayor
E ASTHAMPTON

By MADISON SCHOFIELD
Staff Writer

If state legislators fail to pass
legislation reallocating sales tax
revenue on sporting goods to sup-
port protecting and conserving
water and nature, a coalition of
conservation agencies is prepared
to bring the proposal to voters
next November.

Nature for Massachusetts, a
coalition of more than 50 conserva-
tion trusts and nature protection
organizations, is collecting signa-
tures for a Protect Water and Na-
ture ballot initiative. If passed, the
initiative would reallocate $100
million in existing state funds from
the state sales tax on sporting
goods to create a Nature for All
Fund, which could be used to sup-
port the conservation and restora-
tion of water and natural areas in
Massachusetts, and to create
more outdoor recreational spaces
like trails and state parks.

“From local parks to long-dis-
tance trails, outdoor recreation is
part of who we are in Mas-
sachusetts,” Nicole Zussman,

Proposal would reallocate
$100M from the sales tax

on sporting goods

Nat u re
fund

s o u gh t
on ballot

MASSACHUSET TS
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By ALEXANDER MACDOUGALL
Staff Writer

NORTHAMPTON — On Tuesday,
voters in Northampton will make a
pivotal choice for who they want as
mayor of their city.

On one side is the incumbent
Gina-Louise Sciarra, who has staked
her mayoral career on several bold
initiatives that aim to cement
N o r t h a m p t o n’s progressive ap-
proach and to remake the city’s
downtown.

On the other side is Jillian Duclos,
who has mobilized behind rumbling
discontent regarding the mayor’s
budgeting policies and a perceived
lack of transparency surrounding
some of the city’s plans.

Both mayoral candidates sat down
with the Gazette on Friday to talk
about why they decided to enter poli-
tics, their approach to government
and the biggest issues facing the city
t o d a y.

Duclos: ‘Leadership isn’t
about being the smartest

person in the room’
Inside of Ana Bandeira Chocolates

cafe on Main Street, Duclos spoke
about why she felt now was the time
for her to challenge Sciarra for may-
oralty. Though she’s never formally
held public office, Duclos is certainly
no stranger to politics. Growing up in
a working-class area of Holyoke, she
said her mother struggled with addic-
tion and spent time in prison. Subse-
quently, Duclos found herself living
independently and becoming in-
volved with local politics very early
on.

“I’ve been on my own since I was
very young,” said Duclos, 37. “I kind
of found my people coming up from
trying to build myself up, and find
ways to help people like me have the
opportunities that they needed to live
a sustainable life.”

At age 19, Duclos worked on her

first campaign for Holyoke at-large
city councilor Jason Ferreira, before
later serving as the communications
director for Alex Morse’s successful
run for mayor in 2011. During that
time, she supported herself by work-
ing as a barista for the restaurant
Sylvester ’s in Northampton — her
first foray into the city she would later
reside in.

Duclos also attended classes at
Holyoke Community College, before
entering Mount Holyoke College as a
Frances Perkins scholar. Her work in
local politics led to an internship
working for U.S. Sen. Elizabeth War-
r e n’s office in Washington, D.C. But
Duclos said her time on Capitol Hill
left her unimpressed with federal pol-
itics.

“I began feeling like that’s not
where change happens,” Duclos said.
“So I kind of diverted out of politics
and started to work in different sec-
tors.”

She moved to Jersey City, where

she worked for political public rela-
tions firm SKDKnickerbocker and
the nonprofit New Jersey Reentry
Corporation, helping formerly incar-
cerated individuals adjust to post-
prison life. But she returned to the Pi-
oneer Valley in 2019 to help oversee
Sylvester ’s as well as Roberto’s after
the family that owned the two restau-
rants retired.

“At that point I was like, if I can’t
make change on the state and federal
level, I could do it in my own little mi-
crocosm,” Duclos said. “I could pay
people fairly, I could make sure that
they had health care. I could create a
work-life balance, if the powers that
be weren’t really in a place where we
were moving in that direction.”

Duclos oversaw the two restau-
rants during the pandemic, eventu-
ally closing down Sylvester’s and con-
solidating the remaining staff into
Roberto’s. Duclos also joined the

Sciarra, Duclos explain how they entered politics, explain why they are the right choice

Mayoral candidates make final pitch
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DANIEL JACOBI II / Staff Photos
Northampton voters at Tuesday’s municipal election will decide whether to reelect Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra for four more years, or whether it’s time
to usher in new leadership in the form of challenger Jillian Duclos. Both candidates spent part of Saturday canvassing city neighborhoods to speak
with voters. At left, Duclos, left, talks with Patty Emmerson while canvassing along Brookwood Drive. At right, Sciarra, right, talks with Darick Wright ,
while canvassing along Fort Hill Terrace. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday. The ballot features the mayor’s race, along with many other
races for City Council and School Committee.

DANIEL JACOBI II / Staff Photo
Andrea Ayvazian, left, and mayoral incumbent candidate Gina-Louise
Sciarra, right, canvass along Fort Hill Terrace.

DANIEL JACOBI II / Staff Photo
Mayoral candidate Jillian Duclos knocks on a door while canvassing
along Brookwood Drive.

SEE NORTHAMP TON A5
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>>> BUSINESS

L ast summer, reporter Sam Ferland 
and photographer Daniel Jacobi 
II captured a simple but powerful 

scene on Cottage Street in Easthampton: 
neighbors sharing ice cream by Nasha-
wannuck Pond, business owners recall-
ing leaner years, and longtime residents 
marveling at a downtown that had trans-
formed from pass-through to destination. 
Their front-page story documented more 
than storefronts. It preserved a living 
portrait of a community in motion — its 
risks, rewards, and growing pains.

That is one of the essential roles of the 
Gazette.

By chronicling the evolution of places like 
Cottage Street, or Florence Center, coverage 
illuminates how public investment, entrepre-
neurship and civic collaboration reshape a 
city’s identity. When a company like Wemel-
co Industries in Easthampton expands man-
ufacturing and creates nearly 30 jobs, read-
ers gain insight into emerging industries and 
local economic diversification. When new 
mixed-use development reshapes Florence’s 
village center, stories reveal both optimism 
and unease, giving voice to business owners 

excited for foot traffic and residents worried 
about affordability.

These stories also humanize enterprise. 
The opening of a second Masa Mexica-
no location in Belchertown is not merely 
a business expansion; it is a narrative 
of family, immigration, mentorship and 
job creation. The transition of Fitzwilly’s 
Restaurant in Northampton to new local 
owners becomes a reflection on legacy, 
stewardship and downtown resilience. The 
addition of an arcade at Canal Bowling 
Lanes in Southampton shows how multi-
generational businesses adapt to remain 
viable. And the closing of BELA Vegetarian 
in downtown Northampton and a full-ser-
vice Citgo station in Florence center mark 
the end of eras, honoring the relationships 
and traditions that defined them.

This reporting documents the full eco-
nomic ecosystem: growth and displacement, 
innovation and regulation, continuity and 
change. It informs residents about zoning, 
rents, workforce trends and consumer shifts. 
It connects customers to small businesses 
and encourages local spending. It creates 
accountability by explaining the impact of 
state regulations or municipal projects, and 
it builds shared understanding.

The Gazette’s news team does more 
than report transactions; it records the 
heartbeat of a community, telling stories 
with depth and care. One of our roles is to 
strengthen civic identity and ensure that 
the people behind the storefronts — and 
the communities they serve — are seen, 
heard and remembered.
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CITIES & TOWNS, B1
Educator back at

PVPA after sex
misconduct inquiry

LIVING, C1
Smith College looks

back, forward in
celebrating 150th

Amherst girls, Alfandari claim firsts
at state indoor championships | D1

By ALEXA LEWIS
Staff Writer

HATFIELD — Cannabis culti-
vator River Valley Growers of Hat-
field is suing neighboring Whately
berry farm Nourse Farms for $17
million for allegedly contaminating
thousands of pounds of crops with
“negligent” spraying of pesticides.

The $17 million being sought
comes from a harvest lost to con-
tamination with an estimated
value of $7 million, and two subse-
quent years during which River
Valley Growers claims it was un-
able to grow crops as a result of the
contamination and ongoing inves-
tigations.

“This case is about the ruina-
tion of a small farm by the re-
peated negligence of a large, multi-
state plant producer and supplier,”
the complaint reads.

Attorney Timothy Swain of Vin-
cente LLP in Boston, who is repre-
senting River Valley Growers, told
the Gazette that the saga began in
2022, a year after River Valley
Growers opened, when the 47,000-
pound crop harvested by River Val-
ley Growers tested positive for
pesticides. This was a surprise, as
River Valley Growers never used
pesticides on their crops, which
were intended to be distilled into
cannabis oils and concentrates.

Because of the strict laws re-
garding the presence of pesticides
in cannabis crops, this prompted
an investigation by the state De-

River Valley Growers seeks
$17M, claiming pesticide

drift ruined crops

We e d
g rower
suing

No u rs e
Fa r m s
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STAFF PHOTO/CAROL LOLLIS
Main Street in Florence, seen on Monday. On the left, a multistory building with apartments and commercial spaces is rising, a project of Bird’s
Store owner Guarang Patel of the Parsons Block, further down Main street.

Change on march
in sleepy Florence

NORTHAMP TON

By ALEXANDER MACDOUGALL
Staff Writer

NORTHAMPTON — In the sleepy village of
Florence, some big new developments have peo-
ple talking change.

In the Northampton village’s main square, at
the intersection on Main and Maple streets, sev-

eral new developments are taking shape that
aim to bring more businesses and housing to the
neighborhood. Parsons Block, a building row
along Maple Street near the intersection, re-
cently completed renovations of nine apart-
ments, with several of them now listed for rent,
while a variety of businesses occupy the first
f l o o r.

Across the street, another multistory building
is under construction that will also feature a mix
of housing and business. Other new homes and
condominiums are being built and reworked
across the village, including a townhouse right
behind Parsons Block, currently listed for sale

on Zillow for $800,000 — a sign of a rising cost of
living.

For business owners, the changes represent
an opportunity to attract new customers and a
positive sign of economic development.

“I’m really excited about more commercial
business, about more traffic,” said Georgianna
Brunton, the owner of the Miss Florence Diner
on Main Street, steps away from the new devel-
opments. “We have a different sort of way of do-
ing things than downtown Northampton, but it
works.”

At JJ’s Tavern, right behind Miss Florence,
owner Jon Neumann expressed similar opti-
mism.

“I think it’s good. It brings a fresh energy,
fresh life to the town,” Neumann said. “It’s be-
coming more city-like, in a sense, but everything
is still ma and pa stores here, which is great.
There’s no corporations like Dunkin’ Donuts
around.”

Still, some of the local patrons at JJ’s worried
that the village they call home may start to turn
unrecognizable.

New developments stir
business optimism, fears for

v illage’s quiet character 

STAFF PHOTOS/CAROL LOLLIS
Johnny Scarborough Sr., who has lived in
Florence on and off since 1947, worries about
creeping urbanization.

Miss Florence Diner owner Georgianna
Brunton welcomes the increased activity
from new developments in the village center.

Florence resident Jill Phelps notes more
people and development pose risks to the
vi l l age’s small-town feel.

By CHRIS MEGERIAN and MICHELLE L. PRICE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Trump administration on
Thursday intensified its sweeping efforts to shrink the
size of the federal workforce, the nation’s largest em-
ployer, by ordering agencies to lay off nearly all proba-
tionary employees who had not yet gained civil service
protection — potentially affecting hundreds of thousands
of workers.

In addition, workers at some agencies were warned
that large workplace cuts would be coming.

The decision on probationary workers, who generally
have less than a year on the job, came from the Office of
Personnel Management, which serves as a human re-
sources department for the federal government. The no-
tification was confirmed by a person familiar with the
matter, who spoke on condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to discuss it publicly.

Even workers in the personnel office itself were not
immune: Dozens of probationary employees at OPM
were told on a Thursday afternoon group call that they

First step in ‘large-scale reductions in force’
ordered by Trump for government agencies

Probationary gov’t
workers targeted

in sweeping layoffs

N ATION

By MICHAEL P. NORTON
State House News Service

BOSTON — Private sector efforts to seek
and support diverse, equitable, inclusive and
accessible workplaces are not illegal, a coali-
tion of state attorneys general said last week,
and the federal government can’t prohibit such
efforts in the private sector through executive
o r d e r.

Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea
Campbell and 15 of her counterparts issued
guidance to help businesses, nonprofits and
other organizations understand the “viability
and importance” of DEI and accessibility poli-
cies in “creating and maintaining legally com-
pliant and thriving workplaces.”

The guidance was a direct response to con-
cerns from employers over a President Donald
Trump executive order on the topic.

“The president’s order is an attempt to bully
employers into eliminating lawful policies that
we know reduce complaints of illegal discrimi-
nation, increase a company’s bottom line, and
improve workforce culture and consumer ex-

perience,” Campbell said in a statement. “I am
proud to partner with my AG colleagues to em-
power businesses and encourage them to be

Campbell says Trump order ‘is
an attempt to bully employers’

AG tells employers
DEI policies are lawful

MASSACHUSET TS

AP
Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea
Campbell and 15 other attorneys general
said last week that private sector efforts to
support diverse, equitable, inclusive and
accessible workplaces are not illegal.
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POPULATION & HOUSEHOLDS
Total population: 162,500 residents (ACS estimate) 
Households: 61,800 households 
Population density: 308 people per square mile 
Source: Census Reporter ACS 1-year estimates

Hampshire  
County has 162.5K 

residents across 
61.8K households. 

It is a compact,  
engaged 

media market.

HOUSEHOLD INCOME DISTRIBUTION
The largest share of households falls in the $75,000–$100,000 income bracket.
Strong middle-to-upper middle income base — ideal for retail, services, and local brands.
Source: Data USA (income bin chart) 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY — MARKET SNAPSHOT



• Educational Services (largest employer)
• Health Care & Social Assistance
• Retail Trade
 
Employment anchored by education and health care translates to stable, year-round income and predictable 
consumer patterns.
Source: Data USA Hampshire County profile (employment categories) Data USA

TOP EMPLOYMENT SECTORS

AGE DISTRIBUTION HIGHLIGHTS
Strong 18–24 segment fueled by the Five College Region* — ideal for youth-focused targeting.
Healthy working-age base (25–64) for professional targeting.
Source: Age distributions from Census and demographic datasets show a notable young adult cohort. Wikipedia+1

*Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of Massachusetts Amherst

Amherst College Hampshire College Mount Holyoke College Smith College UMass Amherst

Our unique  
5 college region  

and vibrant youth 
population make 

this market unique 
for student and
lifestyle brands.



>>> ARTS & 
CULTURE

T he Gazette plays a vital role in 
documenting, connecting, and 
strengthening the communities of 

Hampshire County by telling the sto-
ries that define the region’s cultural life. 
Through in-depth feature reporting on 
the arts, history, and local institutions, the 
Gazette provides readers with meaningful 
coverage that would otherwise go untold, 
helping residents understand and appre-
ciate the creativity, traditions, and emerg-
ing voices that shape their communities.

One of the Gazette’s most important 
contributions is highlighting the artists 
and cultural entrepreneurs who choose to 
build their lives and careers in the Pioneer 
Valley. Examples in 2025 included a feature 
on photographer David Heisler and model 
Crystal Truehart Heisler that tells the story 
of the couple leaving high-profile careers in 
Los Angeles and Austin to return to South-
ampton. The article explores Heisler’s vision 
for the Studio x DavidHeisler in Easthamp-
ton — an accessible creative space de-
signed for photography workshops, 
podcasts, yoga classes, and other artistic 
collaborations. By introducing readers to 
this new venture and the people behind it, 

the story helps connect community mem-
bers with local creative opportunities while 
documenting how artists contribute to the 
region’s cultural economy.

The Gazette regularly brings attention 
to emerging arts scenes and grassroots 
events. Its coverage of the Easthampton Film 
Festival highlights the work of local filmmak-
ers and students, including young creators 
whose films are receiving their first public 
screenings. By reporting on the festival’s 
growth and its mission to build a local film-
making community, the coverage not only 
informs readers about upcoming events but 
also elevates the voices of regional artists.

The Gazette also plays a strong role in 
preserving and interpreting local histo-
ry. A feature by reporter Carolyn Brown 
on a 1768 Southampton farmhouse built 
by early settler Ichabod Strong connects 
readers with centuries of regional heritage, 
while her coverage of Historic Northamp-
ton’s exhibition “Slavery and Freedom in 
Northampton, 1654–1783” brings attention 
to important research uncovering the lives 
of enslaved people who once lived in the 
city. This story translates archival scholar-
ship into accessible storytelling and helps 
ensure that difficult but essential aspects of 
local history remain part of the communi-
ty’s understanding of itself.

Our reporting team also stays busy 

documenting the breadth of cultural activity 
in the region — from art exhibitions at the 
University Museum of Contemporary Art at 
UMass Amherst to the return of the Amherst 
Area Gospel Choir after the pandemic.

By highlighting artists, preserving histo-
ry, and promoting events and institutions, 
the Gazette strengthens civic identity and 
ensures that Hampshire County’s diverse 
arts and cultural life is seen, valued, and 
shared.
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By CAROLYN BROWN
Staff Writer

L everett artist Rhoda Juels
died recently, leaving be-
hind a substantial collec-

tion of her works. Now, her
daughter Dara is inviting mem-
bers of the public to take the art
– entirely free.

From noon to 5 p.m. on Fri-
day, April 4, and Saturday, April
5, guests can visit 20 Lawton
Road. in Leverett to take home
pieces of Juels’ work. An online
inventor y of the work shows
more than 200 items available,

including fiber art, clothing and
jewelr y.

In a 2013 artist bio, Juels
wrote: “I use primarily fiber
materials to create two- and
three-dimensional art works,
including installations, that of-
ten have feminist themes and
social commentary. For exam-
ple, honoring distinguished
women or bringing attention to
the plight of women in oppres-

sive circumstances.
“My work incorporates con-

temporary sensibilities and un-
usual materials with traditional
techniques such as hand
sewing, crocheting, beading,
gluing, painting, encaustic and
felting.”

The family requests that vis-
itors bring their own bags or
boxes to transport the works
and park on Lawton Road. For

those who need it, transporta-
tion up the driveway will be
available.

Dara also requests that visi-
tors RSVP if possible via a
Google form, which is also
available through the Hospice
of The Fisher Home’s Facebook
page.

Carolyn Brown can be
reached at cbrown@
gazettenet.com.

More than 200 works by Leverett’s Rhoda Juels are available at open house this weekend

Family of late artist invites public to have works

CON TRIBUTED
Leverett artist Rhoda Juels died recently, leaving behind a collection of works that the public is
invited to take, completely free. The public can visit 20 Lawton Road in Leverett on Friday and
Saturday from noon to 5 p.m. and take home — for free — any of her more than 200 works.

Arts and education
festival about racial

and social justice
The Power of Truths Arts & Ed-

ucation Festival will return for its
fourth year on Friday, April 4, and
Saturday, April 5, at Bombyx Cen-
ter for Arts & Equity in Florence.

The event aims to use educa-
tion and the arts for racial and so-
cial justice. Its lineup includes
screenings of student films; a
keynote presentation by Reginald
Dwayne Betts, executive director
of the prison literature organiza-
tion Freedom Reads; a presenta-
tion about the history of racist
deed restrictions in Northampton;
an exhibit by youth photogra-
phers; a workshop about restora-
tive practices; and much more.

The festival’s headline show
will be “Know the Ledge: Hiphop
History Live!” on Saturday, April
5, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. The show,
described as a “high-energy, edu-
cational hip-hop experience,” fea-
tures Black history figures like So-
journer Truth, Ida B. Wells, Eliza-
beth “Mumbet” Freeman, Eliza-
beth Key, John Brown, Fannie Lou
Hamer, and more. According to a
press release, the show “har-
nesses the power of music, dance,
visuals, and storytelling to encour-
age all audiences to critically think
about the histories and legacies of
systemic racism in the United
States of America.”

Tickets are $25 to $55 at bom-
byx.live, which also has a detailed
schedule of the festival’s events.

Collages about Italian
ancestor s

Rapper-turned-artist Mark
Guglielmo (who used to perform
under the name “Ve s u v i o ”) will be
showing works about his Italian
ancestors in “Portraits of My Peo-
ple” at 33 Hawley’s Barn Door
Gallery through Wednesday, April
30, with an opening reception on
Friday, April 11.

According to a press release,
his life-size collages are “a vehicle
to examine issues of race, class,
migration, and power. Combing
through thousands of old, black
and white, archival and family
photographs, the artist drew inspi-
ration from his childhood growing
up in New York and from those
that came before him. Themes of
memory, identity, family, and be-

A RTS
BRIEFS

By CAROLYN BROWN
Staff Writer

T he total impact that humans
have had on the environ-
ment may be hard to mea-

sure, but a new exhibition at the
University of Massachusetts
Amherst’s University Museum of
Contemporary Art, running
through Friday, May 9, aims to
show some of that impact and cre-
ate conversations about how
artists respond to it with their
work.

Curators Adeyemi Adebayo,
Eva Barajas, and Bo Kim, all MFA
candidates at UMass, started
working on the exhibition last July,
primarily over Zoom meetings, a
process Adebayo said was “just as
challenging as it was very, very in-
teresting and very productive.” In
putting the show together, they
drew from the museum’s perma-
nent collection, choosing works
that would “reflect on themes of
transformation, human interven-
tion, and the tension between de-
struction and conservation during
the Anthropocene era,” according
to a press release.

Even though the exhibition is
about the Anthropocene, the era in
which human activity has had the
biggest impact on the planet, the
group decided against including
the word in their exhibition title on
the grounds that it might be inac-
cessible to some visitors – plus,
said Barajas, the team didn’t want
to “center humans as the only
thing that has agency and impact

New exhibition at UMass explores complex relationship between humans and natur e

‘Art in the Age of
Human Impact’

AMHERS T

STAFF PHOTO/CAROL LOLLIS
From left, Bo Kim, Eva Barajas and Adeyemi Adebayo, curators of the show “(Off)Balance: Art in the Age of Human Impact,” at the University
Museum of Contemporary Art at UMass Amherst.

PHOTO BY EDWARD BURTYNSKY
“Silver Lake Operations #2, Lake Lefroy, Western Australia” by
Edward Burtynsky, part of the “(Off)Balance: Art in the Age of Human
Impac t” exhibition .

PHOTO BY DANNY LYON
“Walls Prison,
Hunt sville,
Texa s” by Danny
Lyon, part of the
“(Off)Balance :
Art in the Age of
Human Impact”
exhibition .

on the earth.” Instead, they de-
cided to call the show “(Off)Bal-
ance: Art in the Age of Human Im-
pact,” which Barajas said was not
only “more inviting” but also looks
better on a wall – an important
factor, given that the team is made
of visual artists.

The exhibition includes photos,
paintings, lithographs, drawings,
and installations. One of Ade-
bayo’s favorite works in the show
is Edward Burtynsky’s “Silver
Lake Operations #2, Lake Lefroy,
Western Australia,” a photo of an
Australian gold mine, which ap-
pears to bleed pollution into the
area around it. The photo, he said,
is “very eye-catching and very
beautiful. It feels almost like a
painting, but then you start to
learn more about it.” U l t i m a t e l y,
he pointed out, the photo is a para-
dox – its beauty represents dam-
age. Kim, likewise, noted that
“Off ” in the title is in parentheses
because it mirrors the paradox of
yin and yang: “Sometimes, off-bal-
ance is a balance, but a balance is
not off-balance.”

One of Barajas’ favorites, Victor
Mira’s “Time is an Arrow Stopped
in Mid-Air,” represents the collu-
sion of humanity and nature in a
different sense: the work, which
looks like a cave painting of a deer
head with prominent, arguably ag-
gressive, teeth, has “one singular
gaze that is both confronting and
inviting the audience,” she said,
and “remind[s] us of our place in

SEE (OFF)BAL ANCE B2

COURTESY MARK GUGLIELMO
Rapper-turned-artist Mark
Guglielmo (who used to perform
under the name “Ve suvio”) will be
showing works about his Italian
ancestors in “Portraits of My
Pe o p l e” at 33 Hawley’s Barn Door
Gallery through Wednesday, April
30, with an opening reception on
Friday, April 11.

SEE BRIEF S B2
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>>> SPORTS

Moments like the one when 
Belchertown field hockey 
senior Edith Audette blasted 

a shot into the cage to reach 100 career 
points capture the kind of stories that 
matter deeply to local communities. In 
that moment, teammates, coaches and 
family celebrated a milestone years in the 
making. The Gazette’s story preserved not 
just the statistic, but the emotion behind 
it — the teamwork, the friendships and 
the dedication that helped Audette reach 
the mark.

The same is true for South Hadley 
basketball standout Jack Loughrey, whose 
31-point performance pushed him past 
the 1,000-point milestone in a decisive win 
for the Tigers. Sports reporter Ryan Ames 
chronicled the journey behind that achieve-
ment: the confidence he built over his 
career, the anticipation from classmates and 
the relief and excitement when the moment 
finally arrived. Stories like these highlight 
the perseverance and growth of local 

student-athletes while allowing readers to 
celebrate milestones alongside them.

Beyond individual achievements, the 
Gazette’s sports team also captures the 
spirit of competition and community 
surrounding local teams. When the Smith 
Vocational girls volleyball team made a his-
toric run to the state championship match 
— possibly the first state final appearance 
in any sport in the school’s long history — 
coverage focused on the players’ passion, 
teamwork and pride in representing their 
school. Even in defeat, their joy and sense 
of accomplishment illustrated the lasting 
value of the experience.

Similarly, the Gazette documented the 
excitement of the Granby girls basketball 
team’s Western Massachusetts champion-
ship victory. Brenna Moreno’s career-high 
30 points powered the Rams to their 
first sectional title in nearly two decades, 
but the story emphasized more than the 
comeback win. It highlighted the chemistry 
among teammates who grew up playing 
together and the bond that turned a roster 
into a family.

Through stories like these, the Gazette’s 
sports team provides comprehensive 
coverage of high school sports across 
Hampshire County — 13 high schools in 
all. It also connects readers to the broader 
collegiate sports landscape of the Five Col-
leges, spotlighting athletes and programs 
at institutions such as UMass Amherst, 
Smith College and Amherst College.

By documenting milestones, rivalries, 
playoff runs and unforgettable moments, 
the Gazette preserves the shared experi-
ences that define local sports. For readers, 

families and communities, these stories rec-
ognize the achievements of young athletes 
and ensure their journeys become part of 
the region’s collective history.

SECTION B
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Smith Voc boys come up short in opener

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

By RYAN AMES
Staff Writer

Domeniq Sanchez’s 13
points weren’t enough in the
Smith Voc boys basketball
team’s 44-37 loss to Franklin
County Tech on Monday
night.

Sanchez was the only
Vikings player to surpass dou-
ble-digits in points, plus hit
two 3-pointers to tie a team

high. Nolan Ingram (eight
points) also made a couple
shots from beyond the arc.

Nolyn Stafford starred for
the Eagles, collecting a game-
high 21 points.

Franklin Tech (2-1) led, 26-
23, at halftime against Smith
Voc, which dropped to 0-1 fol-
lowing its season-opening
loss.

Hopkins 55, Pioneer Val-
ley Regional 28 — The
Golden Hawks picked up win
No. 2 on the season in the de-
cisive victory over the Pan-
thers.

Chace Earle poured in 21

points for Hopkins, while
Harry West (nine points) and
Derek Gromacki (seven
points) rounded out the
Hawks’ offense.

Matt Richotte registered 16
points to pace Pioneer.

Mahar 43, Smith
Academy 34 — An 18-point
third quarter from the Sena-
tors was the difference in this
one, despite a valiant come-
back attempt from the Fal-
cons during the fourth quar-
t e r.

Smith scored 14 points in
the final frame, however Ay-
don Davis sank a crucial 3-

pointer with less than 90 sec-
onds to go, pushing Mahar to
a five-point lead and the even-
tual win after made free
throws.

Rowan Jeffress tallied 13
points for the Falcons, with 11
of those coming in the second
half.

Smith sits at 1-1 after the
defeat.

East Longmeadow 67,
Belchertown 62 — The Spar-
tans handed the Orioles their
first loss of the season on
M o n d a y.

Belchertown (1-1) began its
season with a 72-54 win over

Easthampton last Thursday.

Girls basketball
Minnechaug 75,

Northampton 35 — The Blue
Devils couldn’t keep up with
the Falcons in their home
loss.

Minnechaug led 34-14 at
halftime and tacked on nearly
40 more points in the following
16 minutes to hand
Northampton its first loss of
the year.

Anna Oravec’s 11 points
was tops among Blue Devils
(1-1) players. Zahara Wilson
(28 points), Cailin O’Brien (17

points) and Abbi Stachowicz
(13 points) all filled the basket
for the Falcons.

Sw imming
Amherst 99, Minnechaug

71 (girls) — The Hurricanes
used victories in all three re-
lays to snag the victory
against the Falcons. Individ-
ual wins from Finnley Cham-
bers (200, 500), Rowan Albert-
son (50 free, 100 backstroke)
Teagen Demers (200 individ-
ual medley), Audrey Spiri-
dopolous (100 butterfly) and

Domeniq Sanchez scores
team-high 13 points for

Viking s

By ADAM HARGRAVES
Staff Writer

ATHOL — For Max Mil-
lette, scoring 1,000 points for
the Frontier Regional boys
basketball team wasn’t an in-
dividual accomplishment. He
did it with his coach and team-
mates in-service of the ulti-
mate goal of winning basket-
ball games.

Millette reached the mile-
stone in a 68-33 win over Athol
on Monday night. In transi-
tion, Millette scored the points
on a gliding lay up from the left
side with Athol defenders in
the vicinity. The basket came
in the second quarter.

“I wasn’t really thinking,”
Millette said. “I saw the
hoop.”

At the beginning of the
game, he was facilitating. Mil-
lete scored four points in the
first quarter needing eight to
reach 1,000.

“As you saw tonight, he
d o e s n’t force anything,” Fron-
tier coach Josh Morse said.
“He’s a team guy. He’s a joy to
coach. All Max Millette cares
about is winning. That’s it. He
gets his points in the flow of
the offense. He definitely is a
guy that has earned the right
to score 1,000. His work ethic
is unprecedented.”

Millette was quick to credit
his coach for the accomplish-
ment.

“Josh came in my freshman
y e a r, ” Millette said. “He
turned me into the player that
I am. I couldn’t have done this
without him.”

The talk in the locker room
after the game was about the
milestone being a team ac-
complishment. His team-
mates shared the enthusiasm

Frontier star achieves
milestone with a layup

during the first half

M i l l e tte
re a ch e s

1 ,0 0 0
p o i n ts

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

By RYAN AMES
Staff Writer

The puck has dropped on
the high school hockey season
and Amherst and Easthamp-
ton, Hampshire County’s only
two boys squads, kicked off
the 2025-26 campaign by fac-
ing off against each other last
Saturday, Dec. 13 at Lossone
Rink.

The Eagles took the season

opener, 2-0, with goals from
Jimmy Bresnahan and Max
Scribner and will look to carry
that momentum moving for-
ward. Easthampton went win-
less in its first seven games
last season, before finishing 8-
11-1 and out of the MIAA Divi-
sion 3 state tournament.

The Hurricanes qualified
for the Div. 3 state tourna-
ment a year ago with 12-7
record, but fell in the Western
Mass. semifinals to Taconic, 3-
2, in overtime as the No. 1
seed.

Here’s a closer look at each
area team as the 2025-26 sea-

son is now underway:

Amher st
Coach: Mike Rousseau/

13th season
League/Division: Wright/3
Last year’s record: 12-7
Roster: Jason Kim (Sr., G),

Alexander Savinov (So., G),
Ethan Mooney (Sr., F/D),
Alexander Marlin (Sr., D),
Graham Arguin (Sr., F), Josh
Feldman (Sr., F), Ben Remen-
snyder (Sr., F/D), Sawyer
Ferro (Jr., F/D), Noah Lat-
ulippe (So., F), Nolan Mac-
tavish (So., F), Silas Villegas
Balboni (So., F), Alexander

Putnam (So., F), Nate Des-
bien (So., F), Landon Lukasik
(So., D), Sawyer Arguin (Fr.,
D), Brodie Palmisano (Fr., F),
Landon Lacroix (Fr., F), Ma-
son Sudusky (Fr., F), Camden
Kimball (Fr., F), Lincoln Au-
clair (Fr., F/D).

Outlook: With Nate Des-
bien and Sawyer Ferro,
among others, back, the Hur-
ricanes should put together
another strong season on the
ice. The biggest question
mark comes in goal as senior
Jason Kim will likely assume

Easthampton beat
Amherst, 2-0, last

Satur day

Hurricanes, Eagles eye WMass title
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

PHOTO BY DAN LITTLE
Amher s t’s Sawyer Ferro (67) fires a shot against
Easthampton at Orr Rink in Amherst.

By RYAN AMES
Staff Writer

WESTHAMPTON — The East-
hampton boys basketball team
bounced back after a season-open-
ing loss with a 74-65 victory over
Hampshire Regional on Monday
night.

Offense was hard to come by for
both teams in the first quarter, with
the score at just 12-6 in favor of the
Eagles after the first eight minutes
of play. The second quarter was a
completely different story, especially
for Easthampton.

Whether it was layups in transi-
tion or deep 3-pointers, the Eagles

could barely miss in the second
frame, getting out to a huge lead in
the process. Moving the ball around
made things hard for the Raiders,
surrendering countless open looks.

“[Ball movement] just brings the
e n e r g y, ” Easthampton head coach
Nick Whitney said. “That means that
we’re sharing the ball. Our ball
movement just makes everyone
want to be a part of the game, and
then gives everyone the opportunity
to showcase who they can be as a
basketball player.”

Starting point guard Chase
Canon-Smith served as the Eagles’
main facilitator, using his combina-
tion of ball handling and court vision

to carve up Hampshire’s defense
and consistently find open team-
mates.

The sophomore has been thrust
into a large role to start this season,
and so far through two games, has
been up to the challenge. Alongside
his playmaking, Canon-Smith caught
fire himself offensively in the first
half.

With 13 of his 16 total points be-
fore halftime, Canon-Smith was a
huge part of his team getting out to a
39-19 lead after 16 minutes of play.

“[Canon-Smith] might’ve have
had 16 points, but he probably ac-
counted for 10 or more points from
assists and all that,” Whitney said.

“That’s why I want to see from him,
his play-making side, and his ability
to shoot. He’s one of our best shoot-
ers, and probably one of the best
shooters in our league.”

Shooting was a focal point for the
Eagles on Monday, hitting nine 3-
pointers on the night. Although their
percentage was high in the first half,
once shots starting missing, a win-
dow opened for Hampshire to come-
back.

The final score may have ended
with a nine-point deficit, but midway
through the fourth quarter, it truly
seemed like it was anyone’s game.

Sophomore guard Canon-Smith leads Easthampton with 16 points

Eagles top Raiders

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL: EASTHAMPTON 74, HAMPSHIRE 65

RYAN AMES / Staff Photo
Eas thampton’s Chase Canon-Smith, right, shoots a 3-pointer over Hampshire Regional’s Isaiah Isa, left, during the first half of the boys basketball game
at Hampshire on Monday.
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COMMUNITY REACH
>>> The Daily Hampshire Gazette serves Hamp-

shire County, a vibrant and highly engaged local 
market of approximately 162,500 residents across 
nearly 61,800 households. Readers turn to the Ga-
zette as the region’s trusted source for in-depth lo-
cal news, community coverage, and information that 
helps shape civic and personal decision-making.

Hampshire County’s strong sense of place — an-
chored by colleges, local institutions, and active 
neighborhoods — creates meaningful visibility for 
advertisers. With loyal readership and consistent 
engagement across print and digital platforms, the 
Gazette delivers repeated exposure and lasting con-
nections within the community.

COMMUNITY IMPACT
• The dominant local media outlet providing daily 

coverage of 20 cities and towns in Hampshire Coun-
ty with local journalists

• Entirely local opinion page (letters, editorials 
and guest columns)

• Full coverage of 13 high schools sports pro-
grams. Fall, winter & spring seasons. No other 
source provides this coverage of high school ath-
letes or UMass and Five College athletics. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
>>> Organizations we sponsor and support:
• Gazette Person of the Year & Young 
   Community Leader
• Sidney F. Smith Toy Fund
• Massachusetts Center for the Book
• United Way of the Franklin 
   and Hampshire Region
• Cancer Connection
• Grow Food Northampton
• Northampton Arts Council
• Downtown Northampton Association
• Northampton Jazz Festival
• Community Action Pioneer Valley
• Eric Carle Museum
• Young @ Heart Chorus
• Big Brothers, Big Sisters of 
   Hampshire County
• Friends of Children
• Northampton Neighbors
• Greater Northampton Chamber 
   of Commerce
• The Chamber of Greater Easthampton 
• Amherst Area Chamber of Commerce

COMMUNITY





2025 PHOTOS OF THE YEAR

T he photography team of Carol Lollis 
and Daniel Jacobi II plays a vital role 
in the work of the Gazette, captur-

ing the people, places, and moments that 
define life across Hampshire County each 
day. Through their thoughtful and compel-
ling images, they document everything from 
major community events and breaking news 

to the quiet, everyday scenes that reflect 
the character of the region. Their photogra-
phy not only informs readers but also helps 
deepen understanding of the stories that 
shape local life. By pairing visual storytell-
ing with the Gazette’s reporting, they bring 
immediacy, emotion, and context to the 
news. Their consistent excellence and the 

high standard of journalism produced by the 
newspaper have earned them professional 
recognition and awards. The Gazette has a 
long history of strong photojournalism and 
Lollis’ and Jacobi’s work in 2025 ensured 
that the community’s history, challenges, 
and celebrations were recorded and shared 
through powerful visual storytelling.
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By SAMUEL GELINAS
Staff Writer

AMHERST — Former presidential
candidate and Joe Biden’s trans-
portation secretary Pete Buttigieg
stopped short of announcing a bid for
the upcoming 2028 election on a stop
at Amherst College Friday night, but
he had a ton to say about how the
Democratic Party can step up in the
moment.

The former mayor of South Bend
Indiana, Navy reservist, and first
openly gay presidential candidate to
win a primary, not to mention one of
the first 200 people to have a Face-
book account, was greeted by an over-
flowing crowd at Johnson’s Chapel
where he came as a guest speaker for
LitFest, the college’s annual literary
festival.

On the topic of politics, he diag-
nosed a crucial weakness of his party:
a catastrophic inability to communi-
cate.

“It’s very important that
Democrats not allow our message, ei-
ther explicitly or implicitly, to amount
to the following: Put us in charge,
we’ll end the nightmare of Trump,
we’ll reverse the damage and we’ll
find all the little shards of all the
things that he smashed to bits, and
we’ll tape them back together, and
we’ll give you the world just like it
looked in 2023,” he said.

The night’s moderator, Cullen
Murphy, the former managing editor
for The Atlantic, noted that James
Joyce, the 20th century Irish novelist
and poet, is quoted at least three
times in Buttigieg’s 2020 book, “Tr ust:
America’s best chance,” copies of
which he signed after the sit down.

Joyce’s human approach, focused
on encounter and persuasion, are
now pillars of Buttigieg’s philosophy
toward communicating in the political
arena. He said he feels the need to
“penetrate bubbles,” exemplified by
his “unexpected specialty I have of
going on Fox News.” The encounter
approach also brought him onto a golf
podcast recently.

He confessed he knows nothing
about golf, but he knew he could find a
more white, male audience that beats
“preaching to the choir” on outlets
like MS NOW.

He was introduced to Joyce at his
childhood dinner table by his scholar
parents. Even now when he ad-
dresses audiences that disagree with
his world view, he thinks of people
back home to humanize those audi-
ences, something he learned being a
left-leaning kid in Indiana.

Buttigieg said he isn’t confident
that Democrats have been able to do
this effectively, and asked the crowd
to consider a riddle to make the point
of how weak Democratic messaging
has been. If you take the top 10 per-

B utt i g i eg
talks life,
politics at
A m h e rs t
Co l l ege
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By SCOTT MERZBACH
Staff Writer

AMHERST — In recent weeks, at
least five families whose children
are in the public schools have had
loved ones detained or deported by
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment actions, according to District 1
Councilor Jill Brevik.

The harms being caused by ICE
agents, and possible violations of
state law through their conduct, is

prompting the Town Council to
adopt a resolution demanding these
federal employees be held criminally
liable by the state attorney general
and district attorneys.

“When members of our communi-
ties lose their rights, all of us are af-
fected and none of us can take those
rights for granted,” Brevik said.

Working with Free Speech for
People, a national civil rights organi-
zation whose president is Amherst
attorney John Bonifaz, the resolu-

tion, “calling for federal immigration
agents to be held accountable for vi-
olations of Massachusetts criminal
l a w, ” was passed unanimously by
the Town Council Monday, though
two councilors abstained from the
vote and two were absent.

Brevik, as the lead sponsor, said
she was honored to introduce the
resolution as a way to do something
meaningful to respond to human
rights abuses and fight back against
violent crimes by federal employ-
ees.

“This was really an effort for the
community, by the community,” Bre-
vik said, applauding those who have

supported the resolution.
The issue is not abstract or dis-

tant, she said, with criminal behavior
in Massachusetts, racial targeting,
defiance of court orders and people
being starved and physically as-
saulted, including children.

Only District 3 Councilor George
Ryan and Council President Mandi
Jo Hannake abstained from the
vote.

Ryan said he was concerned that
passing the resolution, the contents
of which he agrees with, would make
those who are vulnerable in Amherst
less safe. Ryan said the state’s fed-
eral and state representatives are

already standing in solidarity with
what the resolution asks.

Other councilors disagreed with
his viewpoint.

“If we don’t speak up, we are com-
plicit,” said District 3 Councilor
Heather Hala Lord.

District 2 Councilor Amber Cano-
Martin, who cosponsored the resolu-
tion, said state officials need this
pressure from the public. Quoting
poet Audre Lorde, Cano-Martin said
“‘ your silence will not protect you,’
so let’s all keep that in mind.”

The resolution doesn’t mean

Resolution calls for federal immigration agents to be held
accountable for violating state's criminal law

Town Council takes a stand against ICE
AMHERS T

By AALIANNA MARIETTA
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — After encour-
aging residents to become commu-
nity leaders, Lora Wondolowski de-
cided “to take [her] own advice” and
join City Council in 2024.

Now, a year after becoming
Greenfield City Council president,

she has her sights set on former
state Rep. Natalie Blais’
open seat.

Blais resigned on Jan. 19.
As Speaker of the House
Ronald Mariano opted not
to call a special election to
replace her, Blais’ seat will
remain open until the
November 2026 election and
the winner will be sworn in
next January to represent
the 1st Franklin District.

“It’s a big decision and I don’t
take it lightly,” said Wondolowski, 56.
“I saw how Rep. Blais did the job,

and she was everywhere and she re-
ally worked to make sure
that she got out there to all
[18] towns and listened. …
The district deserves lead-
ership that listens, collabo-
rates and delivers.”

Since Blais’ resigna-
tion, Corinne Coryat, a
Deerfield resident and for-
mer aide for
Blais; Johnathan Creque, a
Greenfield resident and for-

mer staffer for U.S. Sen. Elizabeth
Warren; and Whately Town Clerk
Amy Lavallee have announced

plans to run for the open seat. Deer-
field resident David Wemhoener
also filed paperwork with the Office
of Campaign and Political Finance
to run, but decided against it.

Wondolowski works as the direc-
tor of advancement and communi-
cations at the Peace Development
Fund, a foundation based in
Amherst that supports social justice
organizations across the state and
countr y.

Before her career path curved to
nonprofits, she earned a degree in

Lora Wondolowski looks to
offer ‘leadership that listens,

collaborates and delivers’

Council president seeks state rep seat
GREENFIELD

LIVING, B1
Stylist explores

trends, history of
Black hairstyles

By SCOTT MERZBACH
Staff Writer

HADLEY — One-day-a-week clo-
sures of Town Hall, the Hadley Pub-
lic Library and the Council on Aging,
elimination of the human resources
department and staff reductions
across most municipal departments

loom as part of streamlined opera-
tions being proposed in next year’s
budget.

In a presentation of fiscal year
2027 budget scenarios at a joint
meeting of the Select Board and Fi-
nance Committee Wednesday, Fi-
nance Director Linda Sanderson
and Interim Town Administrator
Michael Mason outlined how the
proposed spending confronts a $1.51
million deficit, with no use of free
cash or assumption that a Proposi-
tion 2 1/2 tax-cap override would
pass.

While a $23.89 million budget is
needed to maintain level school and
municipal services, the budget pre-
sented is for $22.37 million, which is
$385,572 less than this year’s spend-
ing plan.

Mason said there were chal-
lenges in putting together a bal-
anced budget without using free
cash or assuming an override. “It’s a
tough year for us to not use any of
that free cash,” Mason said.

Based on this plan, 14 positions
will be impacted, totaling 7.5 full-
time equivalents lost, with an addi-

tional 10 positions possibly to be
eliminated at the public schools.

These reductions come several
months after the Fire Department
lost two full-time staff following a
failed Proposition 2 1/2 tax-cap over-
ride.

Sanderson said the impact for the
public is a recommendation that
Town Hall, the Senior Center and
Hadley Public Library each be
closed at least one day each week,
allowing the scaled-back staff to bet-

Local official say override may
be necessary to support town,

school services

Town braces for sweeping budget cuts
HADLE Y

DANIEL JACOBI II / Staff Photo
A person walks along a skybridge at UMass in Amherst last month.
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GAZETTE AUDIENCE
PAID AUDIENCE

The Daily Hampshire Gazette has a total audience 
of nearly 20,000 readers daily. With 5,800 home deliv-
ered customers plus an additional 4,000 digital-only 
subscribers. Our readers are primarily between 35-64 
years old with an average household income of $75,000 
- $100,000 per year.

NICHE PRODUCTS
We distribute 6,200 copies of the Amherst Bulletin 

weekly and 10,000 copies of the Valley Advocate are 
dropped bi-monthly at newsstands from Longmeadow, 
MA to Putney, VT. We also produce more than 40 niche 
sections annually that are delivered in print and with 
the e-paper on our newly updated website.

GAZETTENET.COM 
AND MOBILE APP

Our 12-month pageview average is approximately 2.1 
million per month. The vast majority are local readers 
who subscribe as well as those who visit our site for the 
latest breaking news.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We’re more social than ever and deliver content to 

over 16,000 followers on Facebook, nearly 6,000 Insta-
gram followers and over 13,000 followers on X.
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3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Dust off the winter blues and refresh your ritual 
at our three locations across Massachusetts.

VALLEY ADVOCATE 
 distributes 10,000 copies every 

other month and publishes a 
monthly email newsletter to over 
6,500 readers. The Advocate has 
 produced the annual Best of the 

Valley reader’s poll and magazine 
for nearly 40 years!



GAZETTE RECOGNITION
Recent recognition by the New England Newspaper & Press AssociationRecent recognition by the New England Newspaper & Press Association
Newspaper of the Year: Newspaper of the Year: 2024, 2017, 2015, 2013
Distinguished Newspaper: Distinguished Newspaper: 2023, 2022, 2020

CAROL LOLLIS PHOTOS

NEWSLETTER AUDIENCE 
Over 16,500 readers choose to start their day with 

Gazette newsletters in their inbox. Six days per week we 
produce Morning Headlines and News Alerts, a quick 
essential round-up of the day’s top stories, as well as an 
occasional breaking news update from the newsroom. 
In Memoriam, our daily obituary newsletter keeps read-
ers informed of those who pass away with a connection 

to the community. It’s easy to sign up at gazettenet.
com. Simply click “Newsletters” at the top of the page.

Our Daily Headline newsletter reaches a proprietary 
audience of 16,500+ each morning, Monday - Saturday
• Less than 10% are subscribers
• We maintain an active audience list and remove dis-
engaged recipients to keep our excellent open rates 
between 30 and 45%

Volume 2 3 9, Number 106 | NEW ENGLAND NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR 2024 | Fr iday, Januar y 9, 2026

By SCOTT MERZBACH
Staff Writer

PELHAM — A portion of the
Quabbin watershed that was once
part of Pelham features land that
today could be ripe for develop-
ment.

In a small community with lim-
ited opportunities for building new
housing and pursuing more com-
mercial activity, the need to protect
this drinking water supply for

Quabbin
towns take

m e ssa ge
e a s twa rd

WEATHER TODAY
Rain and drizzle; 44/34

Page A2

By SAM FERLAND
Staff Writer

The Northwestern district
attorney ’s office must release
withheld records of police offi-
cers accused of crimes and
other misconduct, a Suffolk
Superior Court judge has
ruled in a 2023 lawsuit filed by
an independent journalist.

“After review and a hear-
ing, the Court concludes that
the information at issue is a
public record and must be pro-
duced,” wrote Judge Julie E.
Green in a Dec. 30 decision. 

Framingham resident An-
drew Quemere, who authors a
Massachusetts newsletter
called “The Mass Dump,” filed
the lawsuit in June of 2023 af-

ter Northwestern District At-
torney David Sullivan’s office
withheld the police miscon-
duct records originally re-
quested in January 2022. 

Quemere said this week
that he pursued the lawsuit to
expose holes in the Mas-
sachusetts Public Records
Law through a large public
records request, and believes

that Green’s decision has
“done just that.”

While Quemere is pleased
with Green’s decision, he said
the judge should have ruled
that Sullivan’s office acted in
bad faith. He adds that the rul-
ing is overshadowed by years
of effort and “wasted” tax-
payer dollars.

“The judge sided with us on
every piece of redacted infor-
mation we’re trying to get re-
leased,” Quemere said in an

interview with the Gazette.
“It’s just disappointing the
(Northwestern) District Attor-
ney ’s Office put up such a fight
and it’s taken more than three
years and thousands in tax-
payer dollars.”

In an email to the Gazette,
Melissa Sippel, a spokesper-
son for the Northampton dis-
trict attorney’s office, said,
“We are pleased the Court
found that we acted in good
faith in attempting to prevent

the unlawful disclosure of
Criminal Offender Record In-
formation (“CORI”).”

She said the district attor-
ney will continue to review the
decision to determine whether
to pursue an appeal and can-
not comment further at this
time due to pending litigation.

The public records request
that prompted Quemere’s law-
suit asked the DA’s office to re-

Northwestern DA must unredact files after lawsuit by independent journalist

Court orders release of police misconduct records
NORTHAMP TON

The Associated Press

Minnesota’s investigations
agency said Thursday that the U.S.
attorney ’s office has prevented it
from taking part in the investigation
into an Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officer’s fatal shooting
of Minneapolis woman Renee Good,
a 37-year-old mother of three.

“The investigation would now be
led solely by the FBI, and the BCA

would no longer have access to the
case materials, scene evidence or in-
vestigative interviews necessary to
complete a thorough and indepen-
dent investigation,” Minnesota Bu-
reau of Criminal Apprehension Su-
perintendent Drew Evans said in a
statement.

It had been decided that the BCA
would investigate Good’s shooting
death along with the FBI, but the
U.S. attorney’s office changed that,
according to Evans.

The announcement came as
protestors and law enforcement
clashed Thursday morning outside a

Minneapolis immigration court, with
the governor urging restraint and
schools canceling classes as a pre-
caution. Asked about the develop-
ment, Homeland Security Secretary
Kristi Noem said Thursday that Min-
nesota authorities “d o n’t have any ju-
risdiction in this investigation.”

Minnesota prosecutor not giving
up after feds freeze state out

The chief prosecutor for the
county that includes Minneapolis
said she’s not giving up, even though
the Trump administration has frozen

the state out of the investigation.
Hennepin County Attorney Mary

Moriarty said her office is “exploring
all options to ensure a state-level in-
vestigation can continue” and that
they ’re “speaking to our local part-
ners on paths forward.” Moriarty is-
sued her statement after the state
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
said the U.S. attorney’s office has
prevented it from taking part in the
investigation.

Gov. Tim Walz criticized the fed-
eral decision earlier Thursday, say-

Minn. investigations agency
denied info in woman’s death

State: FBI locking down ICE shooting evidence
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By MADISON SCHOFIELD
Staff Writer

SOUTH DEERFIELD — After seven years
representing the 1st Franklin District, state Rep.
Natalie Blais, D-Deerfield, announced today that
she will be stepping down from her position.

Blais is resigning effective Jan. 19 to take a po-
sition as associate vice chancellor of government
relations at the University of Massachusetts
Amherst, where she will work with federal and
state partners to advocate on behalf of the uni-
v e r s i t y.

“This felt like the right decision for me, even
though it was an incredibly difficult one to make,”
Blais said. “It’s been very, very hard because I
love this job and I love this district.”

Blais said the position will allow her to use
her skills, experience, and connections with
state and federal legislators to support educa-
tion and research during a time of uncertainty
with federal funding and policies.

“Given everything that we’re seeing at the
federal level, when it comes to freezes and cuts to
research funding, policy changes to immigration
and student aid, it really felt like returning to
UMass Amherst was the right decision based on
my state and federal experience,” Blais said.
“This was a deeply personal and difficult decision
for me. But it’s the right thing for my family right
n o w. ”

“We are so fortunate that Natalie is rejoining
UMass Amherst in this critical role. With a deep
understanding of campus operations from her
time at UMass, Natalie brings a wealth of expe-
rience at both the state and federal levels to our
government affairs office,” Chancellor Javier
Reyes said in a statement. “She is uniquely
equipped to advance the mission of the flagship
campus and generate support for the critical role
the campus plays in education, research and eco-
nomic impact throughout the region and across
the commonwealth.”

She said that balancing family time and the
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PAUL FRANZ / Staff File Photo
State Rep. Natalie Blais gives the commencement address at Frontier Regional School in South
Deer field.
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PAUL FRANZ / Staff file photos
From left, Natalie Blais through the years: Taking selfies with then state Sen. Adam Hinds, D-Pittsfield, and young calves during a tour of Clessons
River Farm in Buckland; standing on the corner of Routes 116 and 47 in Sunderland to thank passersby following her election as state
representative in 2018; speaking with former Sen. Adam Hinds at the ribbon-cutting of a restored barn at the Wilder Homestead in Buckland.
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Many of the big decisions 
that impact your pock-
etbook, your family 

and your community get made in 
planning committees and school 
board meetings. Far too often, those 
decisions are made in front of emp-
ty rooms save for a lone local news 
reporter. National and cable news 
are not going to cover these deci-
sions. You won’t know about them 
without local news reporters.

Local journalism is a critical part 
of the civic infrastructure holding 
up democracy. Like solid roads and 
water pipes in your neighborhood, 
our local information systems need 
to be strong and sustainable.

Through the Community News 
Fund, you can donate to the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette. Your donation 
will directly support our news op-
eration and strengthen the connec-
tions local news fosters in our com-

munities. To donate, visit gazettenet.
com and click on “Donate - support 
local news.” Thank you. We appreci-
ate your generous support.
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Whether you choose a print subscription with full 
digital access or become a digital-only subscriber, you’ll 
have access to gazettenet.com as well as our mobile app 
to keep up with the latest news. Plus, our archives and 
popular editions are just a click away. Visit gazettenet.
com, and click on subscribe at the top of the page.

A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 
Is there someone in your life that you think would 

benefit from a print or digital subscription? Subscribing  
is easy and makes a great gift.
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